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UNO JANG OF JIGGER & PONY IN SINGAPORE WINS THE ALTOS BARTENDERS’ BARTENDER AWARD
AS PART OF THE WORLD’S 50 BEST BARS 2025
The South Korean-born bartender and creative director has played a key role in elevating the bar’s
global reputation through innovative cocktail programming, mentorship and a guest-centric
approach

10 September 2025 — Uno Jang, creative director and partner at Jigger & Pony Group in Singapore,
has been named the winner of the Altos Bartenders’ Bartender Award 2025. This prestigious award
is voted for by the bartenders on this year’s list of The World’s 50 Best Bars, sponsored by Perrier,
who put forward the name of a peer who they believe pushes the limits of what it means to be a
great bartender.

This is the second of two special awards to be announced ahead of the live awards ceremony on
Wednesday 8 October 2025 in Hong Kong. The award goes to a personality who made a significant
impact in the global bar sector over the voting period and recognises their commitment to the
international community in that time.

Born in South Korea, Uno Jang moved to Singapore in 2015 to work in a hotel and quickly
transitioned into the cocktail scene, starting his bartending journey at the now-shuttered Orgo Bar.
He joined the acclaimed Jigger & Pony in 2017 where he has since played a pivotal role in elevating
the bar’s global reputation. Under the mentorship of co-founder Indra Kantono, Uno has expanded
his vision beyond bartending to become a strategic partner in one of the world’s most exciting bar
collectives, setting the benchmark for empathetic, guest-centric service.

Known for his innovative approach to cocktail programming, Uno blends creativity and passion for
local ingredients with a deep respect for classic technique. He was instrumental in developing Jigger
& Pony’s celebrated ‘menu-zine’ concept, combining editorial design with mixology and his
leadership has helped shape the identity, style and storytelling of the group’s cocktail menus. His
menus are masterpieces in storytelling, transforming familiar classics into thoughtful, sensory
experiences that often reflect a fusion of Asian ingredients and philosophies with global techniques.
Each cocktail is visually stunning, conceptually rich and technically refined, showcasing unusual
ingredients in elegant ways, like heirloom beefsteak tomatoes and kiimmel, and tequila with Liberica
coffee and beetroot.
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One of Uno’s greatest achievements is his success in fostering a deep-rooted culture of
collaboration, innovation and inclusivity within his teams. Through his mentorship, he inspires his
teams to think bigger; not just about cocktails, but about who they are and what they stand for and
to favour long-term vision over short-term fame.

Jigger & Pony has been a consistent presence in the list of The World’s 50 Best Bars since 2019,
rising through the ranks to No.5 in 2024. In 2020, the bar reached No.1 and was crowned The Best
Bar in Asia at Asia’s 50 Best Bars, appearing in the top three ever since.

Emma Sleight, Head of Content for The World’s 50 Best Bars, says: “It is an absolute delight to reveal
that Uno Jang has been named this year’s Altos Bartenders’ Bartender. Uno is without a doubt one
of the most approachable, thoughtful and generous people in the industry. He credits his mentors,
uplifts his team and fosters a culture of collaboration that makes him beloved not just as a
bartender, but as a leader. His unwavering passion for hospitality-first service and his humility in the
face of such consistent success means it is no surprise his peers have chosen him for this coveted
award.”

On winning the award, Uno says: “To be recognised by fellow bartenders around the world is such
an honour. | couldn’t have achieved this without the collaborations, mentorships and friendships I've
been fortunate to have over the years. This award belongs just as much to my team at Jigger & Pony,
and to the wider community that has supported and inspired me. When | moved to Singapore ten
years ago to begin my bartending career, | gave myself the name Uno. To be recognised today, by
this community and by my peers around the world, as Uno feels like a dream fulfilled.”

Carlos Andrés Ramirez, Global Advocacy & PR Director, Altos Tequila, says: “Huge congratulations to
Uno Jang from Jigger & Pony in Singapore for receiving the Altos Bartenders’ Bartender Award at
The Worlds 50 Best Bars! This award is a celebration of Uno’s remarkable journey, not only as a
bartender, but as a driving force in shaping the bar community across Asia. His vision, consistency
and hospitality excellence has helped define what world-class looks like — and continues to raise the
bar for all of us. From everyone at Tequila Altos, we salute his achievement and the incredible team
behind Jigger & Pony. Here’s to the craft, the people and the stories that move our industry forward.
Cheers, Uno — and salud!”
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The Altos Bartenders’ Bartender Award was introduced to The World’s 50 Best Bars in 2017 and the
inaugural winner was lain Griffiths of London’s Dandelyan. Subsequent winners include Joe
Schofield, then of Tippling Club in Singapore, won in 2018; Monica Berg of Tayér + Elementary,
London, in 2019; Renato ‘Tato’ Giovannoni, of Floreria Atlantico, Buenos Aires, in 2020; Lynnette
Marrero of Llama Inn, New York, in 2021; Jean Trinh of Alquimico, Cartagena in 2022; GN Chan of
Double Chicken Please, New York in 2023; and lain McPherson of Panda & Sons in Edinburgh in
2024,

The countdown of the list of The World’s 50 Best Bars 2025, sponsored by Perrier, will also be
broadcast live to a global audience. Bar and cocktail lovers are invited to join through the 50 Best TV
channel on YouTube.

k k%

For general media queries please contact the global lead agency:
Amelia Jefferies & Vic Poulson, LX
worlds50bestbars@Ix-comms.com

For Asia-specific media queries please contact:
Rosetta Hon, GHC Asia
Worlds50BestBars@ghcasia.com

For North America-specific media queries please contact:
Evan Morrison & Sydnie Edelman, Curich Weiss
WS50BB@-curichweiss.com

For media centre access, please visit:
https://mediacentre.theworlds50best.com

Follow 50 Best
e Follow on Instagram: @50BestBars #Worlds50BestBars
e Follow on X: @50BestBars
e Like on Facebook: www.facebook.com/50BestBars
e  Subscribe to the YouTube channel: 50 Best TV
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e Visit the website: www.worlds50bestbars.com

About The World’s 50 Best Bars

The World’s 50 Best Bars, sponsored by Perrier, provides a definitive list of the world’s best drinking venues,
voted for by an Academy of more than 800 experts worldwide. The World’s 50 Best Bars list has been
published annually since 2009 and has become the most anticipated ranking for drinks professionals and
cocktail aficionados across the world, with the awards the highlight of the bar industry calendar. The list of
Asia’s 50 Best Bars has been published since 2016, while the list of North America’s 50 Best Bars was launched
in 2022. William Reed, which owns the 50 Best brand, is entirely responsible for the organisation of the
awards, the voting system and the respective lists.

How the voting works

The list is compiled by votes from The World’s 50 Best Bars Academy, which comprises more than 800 drinks
experts with gender balance, including renowned bartenders and consultants, drinks writers and cocktail
specialists from around the world. The Academy of voters is spread across 29 global geographic regions, each
headed by an Academy Chair who selects their region’s voters, with the distribution of voters designed to
reflect the relative development and sophistication of the drinks sector, and the concentration of quality bars,
in each region. Each voter casts 8 votes based on their best bar experiences of the previous 18 months. Voters
are required to remain anonymous and voting is confidential, secure and independently adjudicated by
Deloitte.

About the award sponsor: Altos Tequila

Altos is a super-premium Tequila, crafted from 100% blue agave in the heart of Los Altos, more than 2,000
meters above sea level, in the western state of Jalisco, in Mexico. Born from a collaboration between Altos
Tequila’s Master Distiller, Jesus Hernandez, and the internationally renowned UK mixologists, Dré Masso and
the late Henry Besant, Altos was made by bartenders for bartenders in 2009. The Altos range celebrates the
authenticity of Mexico in a modern way, as such each Tequila is crafted in part using the 500-year-old
traditional Tahona method, before being distilled in small copper pot stills.

About the host destination partner: Hong Kong Tourism Board
The Hong Kong Tourism Board (HKTB) is a government-subvented body tasked with maximizing the
contribution of tourism to Hong Kong’s economy and upholding Hong Kong as a world-class travel destination.

The HKTB works in partnership with relevant government departments and organizations, the travel-related
sectors, and other entities related to tourism, to market and promote Hong Kong worldwide, while enhancing
visitors’ experiences through providing diverse and high-quality tourism products and services. The HKTB has a
worldwide network of 15 offices and has representatives in seven different markets.
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About the main sponsor: Perrier

For more than a century, Perrier® has collaborated with some of the world’s most influential major artists,
including Andy Warhol, Salvador Dali, Bernard Villemot, and Jean-Gabriel Domergue, each of whom in their
own way have demonstrated a certain artistic irreverence. With a history that began in 1863 in Vergeze, in the
Gard region of France, the Perrier® brand is now recognized worldwide thanks to its iconic green bottle.
Appreciated in more than 140 countries, the brand is acclaimed for its natural mineral water combined with
the power of its bubbles.

Our Partners:

e Hong Kong Tourism Board — Official Host Destination Partner
Perrier — Official Water Partner; sponsor of The World's Best Bar Award
Michter's — Official American Whiskey Partner; sponsor of Michter's Art of Hospitality Award
Nikka Whisky — Official Whisky of the World Partner; sponsor of Nikka Highest Climber Award & a
Best in Destination Award

Ketel One — Official Vodka Partner; sponsor of Ketel One Sustainable Bar Award

Three Cents — Official Mixers Partner; sponsor of Three Cents Best New Opening Award
Siete Misterios — Official Mezcal Partner; sponsor of Siete Misterios Best Cocktail Menu Award
NOAM - Official Beer Partner

Disaronno — Official Italian Liqueur Partner; sponsor of Disaronno Highest New Entry Award
Roku Gin — Official Gin Partner; sponsor of Roku Industry Icon Award

Altos Tequila — Official Tequila Partner; sponsor of Altos Bartenders' Bartender Award
Monkey Shoulder — Official Scotch Whisky Partner; sponsor of a Best in Destination Award
Cointreau — Official Orange Liqueur Partner; sponsor of the ceremonial scarves

Rémy Martin — Official Cognac Partner; sponsor of RéEmy Martin Legend of the List Award
Campari — Official Bitters Partner; sponsor of Campari One To Watch Award

Torres Brandy — Official Brandy Partner; sponsor of a Best in Destination Award

St-Germain Elderflower Liqueur — Official French Liqueur Partner

Tia Maria — Official Coffee Liqueur Partner; sponsor of a Best in Destination Award

Almave — Official Non Alcoholic Partner

Polot 1882 — Official Syrup Partner

Les Vergers Boiron — Official Fruit Purée Partner

Mancino Vermouth — Official Vermouth Partner; sponsor of the ceremonial shakers

Amaro Lucano — Official Amaro Partner; sponsor of a Best in Destination Award and the ceremonial
shakers
e Scrappy's Bitters — Official Cocktail Bitters Partner
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