
                                                                                                    

 

GIORGIO BARGIANI OF THE CONNAUGHT BAR IN LONDON WINS THE ALTOS BARTENDERS’ 

BARTENDER AWARD AS PART OF EUROPE’S 50 BEST BARS 2026 

The Assistant Director of Mixology at the prestigious London destination has played a key role in 

driving the evolution of its cocktail programme and guest experience 

 

16 June 2026 – Giorgio Bargiani, Italian-born bartender and Assistant Director of Mixology at the 

Connaught Bar in London, has been named the winner of the Altos Bartenders’ Bartender Award 

2026 for the inaugural edition of Europe’s 50 Best Bars, sponsored by Perrier. This prestigious award 

is voted for by the bartenders on this year’s list of Europe’s 50 Best Bars who put forward the name 

of a peer who they believe pushes the limits of what it means to be a great bartender. 

 

This is the second of two special awards announced ahead of the live awards ceremony on Tuesday 

30 June 2026. The award goes to a personality who made a significant impact in the global bar sector 

over the voting period and recognises their commitment to the European community in that time.  

 

Giorgio Bargiani’s career in luxury hospitality has been shaped by a deep-rooted passion for 

elevating experiences through thoughtful details and elegant creations, inside and outside the bar. 

Bargiani’s contagious energy, his love for human connections and his continuous quest for 

collaborations that could nurture his skillset have helped him build a strong community in London 

and all over the world. Born in Pisa, Italy, he grew up around his family’s restaurant business before 

gaining early experience in local bars and nightclubs, and later progressing with roles in high‑end 

hotels such as the Splendido in Portofino and Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons in Oxford. In 2014, he 

joined the Connaught Bar in London as a bar‑back, where he was mentored by Agostino Perrone, 

Director of Mixology. Over the following decade he rose rapidly through the ranks, becoming Head 

Mixologist in 2019 and later Assistant Director of Mixology. 

 

Emma Sleight, Director of Content & Creative for Europe’s 50 Best Bars, says: “A fixture of one of 

London’s most prestigious hotel bars, Giorgio Bargiani is widely admired for his warmth, generosity 

and skill behind the bar. Deeply respectful of his mentors and peers, he consistently champions his 

team and nurtures a spirit of collaboration to provide outstanding hospitality. With this commitment 

to consistent creativity and service-led bartending, it is no surprise Bargiani has earned the 

admiration of peers across the industry and makes him a natural choice for this coveted accolade.” 

 

At the Connaught Bar, Bargiani has played a key role in extending the legacy of one of London’s most 

iconic drinking destinations. He is closely associated with the bar’s world‑famous Martini service, 

artful cocktail masterpieces and enhancing the ritualistic and personalised guest experience that 



                                                                                                    

 

defines the venue. His approach combines classical technique with precision and showmanship, 

making guests feel truly special and helping to reinforce the Connaught’s reputation for tailored 

hospitality while maintaining consistency and creativity in mixology at the highest level.  

 

Bargiani has contributed to the bar’s repeated recognition in the list of The World’s 50 Best Bars, 

currently ranking as No.6 in the 2025 list, and his leadership extends to mentoring the team, shaping 

cocktail creations, experiences and creative projects for the bar, helping the Connaught Bar remain 

timeless and influential on the global stage. Within the international bar community, he’s been a 

connector and a true catalyst forging friendships and building opportunities for his peers. 

 

On winning the award, Bargiani says: “I am deeply honoured and humbled by this accolade. It makes 

me feel more connected than ever to this wonderful bar community and I could not be more 

grateful to all my friends and colleagues for their continuous support along the way. To me, this is an 

occasion that truly celebrates the positive influences and connections we build day after day in our 

industry, and I hope this remains the north star of what we strive for.”  

 

Dre Masso, Co-Creator and Global Ambassador, Altos Tequila, says: “On behalf of Altos Tequila, we 

are incredibly proud to celebrate Giorgio Bargiani of the Connaught Bar as the winner of the Altos 

Bartenders’ Bartender Award as part of Europe’s 50 Best Bars. We’ve long been huge admirers of 

Giorgio’s work - his passion for the craft is unmistakable, and the way he brings energy and precision 

to everything he does is truly inspiring. Beyond his undeniable talent, he has a brilliant sense of 

humour, effortless charisma and is, quite simply, one of the loveliest people in our industry. A very 

well-deserved recognition.”  

 

The Altos Bartenders’ Bartender Award was introduced to The World’s 50 Best Bars in 2017 and 

Giorgio Bargiani will be the inaugural recipient for Europe’s 50 Best Bars. 

 

The countdown of the inaugural list of Europe’s 50 Best Bars 2026, sponsored by Perrier, will be 

broadcast live to a global audience. Bar and cocktail lovers are invited to join through the 50 Best 

channel on YouTube. 

*** 

 

Media contact: 

Lily Thwaytes and Lily Wiggins, LX  

europes50bestbars@lx-comms.com  

 

https://bit.ly/E50BB26Livestream
mailto:europes50bestbars@lx-comms.com


                                                                                                    

 

For media centre access, please visit:  

https://mediacentre.theworlds50best.com  

 

Follow 50 Best 

● Follow on Instagram: @50BestBars  

● Follow on X: @50BestBars  

● Like on Facebook: www.facebook.com/50BestBars  

● Subscribe to the YouTube channel: 50 Best 

● Visit the website: https://www.theworlds50best.com/bars/europe/  

 

About Europe’s 50 Best Bars 

Following the success of regional bars lists Asia’s 50 Best Bars and North America’s 50 Best Bars, 50 Best 

announced the launch of Europe’s 50 Best Bars in 2026. The Europe’s 50 Best Bars list is created by the 

Europe’s 50 Best Bars Academy, an influential group of more than 300 independent leaders from across the 

region, each selected for their expert opinion of the regional bar scene. The Europe’s 50 Best Bars event 

programme – including the awards ceremony and unveiling of the list – provides a unique opportunity to unite 

bar owners, bartenders, media and experienced travellers at a captivating celebration of hospitality, passion 

and talent. The resulting list will be the first ranking of its kind to encompass Europe.  

 

About William Reed 

William Reed is an independent media group that has been in operation for more than 150 years, with 

established brands including The Grocer and Restaurant. Specialising in professional media related to the 

retail, food service and restaurants sectors, the company is headquartered in the UK with offices around the 

world. The Europe’s 50 Best Bars list is arranged and organised by William Reed, which also publishes The 

World's 50 Best Restaurants, launched in 2002, Latin America’s 50 Best Restaurants and Asia’s 50 Best 

Restaurants (both launched in 2013), Middle East & North Africa’s 50 Best Restaurants (2022) and North 

America’s 50 Best Restaurants (2025) as well as The World’s 50 Best Bars (2009), Asia’s 50 Best Bars (2016), 

North America’s 50 Best Bars (2022), The World’s 50 Best Hotels (2023) and The World’s 50 Best Vineyards 

(2025). William Reed is entirely responsible for the organisation of the awards, the voting system and the list. 

 

Our partners: 

● Perrier – Official Water Partner; sponsor of The Best Bar in Europe 

● SevenRooms – Official Booking Platform Partner; sponsor of SevenRooms Best Bar Design Award 

● Doordash – Official Delivery Partner 

● Michter's – Official American Whiskey Partner; sponsor of Michter's Art of Hospitality Award 

● Nikka Whisky – Official Whisky of the World Partner; sponsor of Best in Destination Award 

● Ketel One – Official Vodka Partner; sponsor of Ketel One Sustainable Bar Award 

● Three Cents – Official Mixers Partner; sponsor of Three Cents Best New Opening Award 

● Siete Misterios – Official Mezcal Partner; sponsor of Siete Misterios Best Cocktail Menu Award 

● NOAM – Official Beer Partner 

● Roku Gin – Official Gin Partner; sponsor of Roku Industry Icon Award 

https://mediacentre.theworlds50best.com/
https://www.instagram.com/50bestbars/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/50bestbars?lang=en-GB
https://www.facebook.com/50BestBars/
https://bit.ly/50BestYouTubePR
https://www.theworlds50best.com/bars/europe/


                                                                                                    

 

● Altos Tequila – Official Tequila Partner; sponsor of Altos Bartenders' Bartender Award 

● Cointreau – Official Orange Liqueur Partner; sponsor of ceremonial scarves 

● Rémy Martin – Official Cognac Partner; sponsor of Best in Destination Award 

● Monkey Shoulder – Official Scotch Whisky Partner; sponsor of Best in Destination Award 

● Mr Black – Official Coffee Liqueur Partner 

● Torres Brandy – Official Brandy Partner; sponsor of Best in Destination Award 

● Disaronno – Official Italian Liqueur Partner; sponsor of Best in Destination Award 

● Amaro Lucano – Official Amaro Partner; sponsor of ceremonial shakers 

● Mancino Vermouth – Official Vermouth Partner; sponsor of Best in Destination Award & ceremonial 

shakers 

● St-Germain Elderflower Liqueur – Official French Liqueur Partner 

● Almave – Official Non Alcoholic Partner    

● Polot 1882 – Official Syrup Partner 

● Les Vergers Boiron – Official Fruit Purée Partner 

● Diplomático – Official Rum Partner 

● Campari – Official Bitters Partner; sponsor of Campari One To Watch Award 

● DoubleTree By Hilton Hotel Amsterdam – Official Hotel Venue Partner 

● Andaz Amsterdam Prinsengracht – Official Hotel Venue Partner 

● Sofitel Legend Amsterdam The Grand – Official Hotel Venue Partner 

 

 


